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Delaware Byways

. Alternative route to major highways
» Tells a unique story about Delaware

* Protects and encourages appreciation of
intrinsic qualities




DE Byways Requirements

— Nomination Application
 Byway description

e Corridor Management Plan

— Based on FHWA Interim Policy for National Scenic
Byway Program (5/18/95)

— A Planning Tool
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Brandywine Valley Byway
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G’SWAmerica

» Mission: To preserve and enhance the
visual character of America’s roadways,
countryside and communities.

« National Nonprofit Organization

« An advocacy organization
* Founded in 1978 by Garden Club members

« Only national counterweight to multi-billion
dollar outdoor advertising industry

« Support of over 30 state and local affiliates

A driving force behind the creation of the
National Scenic Byways Program in 1991




State Scenic Byways

46 states have scenic byways programs
150 designated National Scenic Byways
3049 projects received over $468 million

Goals are the same: provide the traveler
with a unique experience, support livable
communities and generate money into the
local economy



...such as Red Clay Valley Scenic Byway
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What are the benefits of byways?

» Enhance quality of life
* Improve local economies
e Source of local pride

* A chance for citizens to showcase the
beauty of their region

* Provide communities with a “road map
to the future”™ — a way for stakeholders
to determine what they like and how to
preserve these qualities while
encouraging economic growth



...such as the Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway!




What about billboards & byways?

* Federal law prohibits
new billboard
construction on national
scenic byways that are
part of the National
Highway System or are
federal primary-aid
roads

 EXxisting billboards are
allowed to remain
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Conserving Treasured Places

Shaort History of America by Bobearrt Crumb, 2003

“A landscape is built, accumulatively,
over a long period of time,

and it is around roads, that they are built.”
William H. Whyte, A Lost Landscape



Why is this important to DelDOT?

— You live and drive on many of these roads

— Your family history may be connected to the
byway resources

— You may cycle these roads on the weekend
— Your work efforts will occur on byways

» Misconceptions:

— It Is not about making your work more
difficult or costly

— Managing byway corridors is a requirement



Corridor Management Plans

* Transportation and Safety

— Includes consideration of appropriate design guidelines
and Context Sensitive Design (CSS)

— Needs to accommodate commercial traffic

— Needs to accommodate multi-modal users




Centerville, Delaware
Brandywine Valley National Scenic Byway

THE DESIGN SOLUTION
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New Castle Gateway Project Composite Map

Existing Project Study Boundary

Expanded Project Study Boundary

Strateqgic Gateway 5Site

Route 9 Coastal Heritage Byway

Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway

MNew Castle Courthouse
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Contacts

Ann Gravatt
Delaware Byways Coordinator

Ann.Gravati@state.de.us
302.760.2254

Carol Truppl Mary Tracy
Delaware Byways Consultant Scenic America
Carol. Truppi@state.de.us tracy@scenic.org

301.564.4220 212:968s( 165
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