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AssTRACT

Locoted in Diover, Delowars, an o pepinsulo where a smoll stream
\Punchecn Fun] enters the 3. Jones Eiver, the Puncheon Bun Sit= was the
facus of o series of irvestigaticns that revealed a senes of Molive Amencon
ocospoiions spanning 3000 BC so AD 1500,

Artifacts wers widsly scoti=red ower more shan 20 ocnes, wsually in low
quontities, but concenfrofions of arifacts and feofures were idenfified o
several loootions. Given the s=porotion between these concensrofions of
feqtures and orfifocts, the site i viswed o= 0 sefies of s=pormse octivity oreos
wishin a londscope rosher thon whot orchoeologists designoie os o Sngle
"site.” The finol progroem of excavation fooused on five oreos. The Meaare
areq is befieved o hove been repeatedly vsed os o fishing comp betwesn
2003 and 1003 BC. Excovafions in the Feohare 20 Areo fooused on pis
fisgtures that moy hiove besn used for sloroge or some rtuol purposs,
prabably betwes=n §00 ond P00 ADL

&t the western end of the site, escovations in the Silo Pit onea interpreted os
sioroge pifs circo 100 and 400 AD., on the Cobble Bar quary oreo, ond
the Bunied Flowzone whers histonic slopewosh hod presersed on assembloge
af prehistoric caramics.
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N PREHISTORIC

THe Laroscare ApproacH

Oine of the mast distinctive feosures of the Funcheon Run Site is thot the
orchoealogicol feoiunes ond deposits wers spread over o very brood aresa,
rather fhan being concsntraied in a smoller, compoct area shiat would be
tradificnolly viewed as a single archoeclogicol site. This allowsd
interprefation 8o proceed from o broader perspeciive, l=oding 1o new
insights on Hative American setlement patterns and their relofionship to the
lorger landscope.

Currers sefflement models generally featsre bose comps cocupied by groups
crganized of 0 band leved. The communities ossocioted wish thess comps
would hove been composed of estended jomily hausshclds, with she ool
group sice fucheating.
The wide separation of
octivily oreos of
Funcheon Eun canjures
up images, rat of on
entire band, but of small
‘tozk groups, perhops
formed an the bosis of
oge or gender. Oine
should not be temphed to
view ERSFE commrnitizs
miwirag, in stroight-ire
foskion, fromm ane food
s ik i e e b el SOUNCE OF Work oren fo

onather. Surely,
individuals and small groups ranged widely ocross the landscape, to abhain
resources that were endemic fo wery specific locoles, such os medicinol
plants and rar= animak. A mare complete piclure of seSlement poSems
should ocoount fior these complesties within the: ouliural and nodural
lordscape.

The discovery of o large number of sforage: pits in an isclofed area was
cl=ark ot odds wish the typical base camp mode] whenein food stonage
focilitizs are locoted within resicential arsas. Why was an cudlying plocs
uzad fiar starage of valuohle rescurces? The simplest intsrpeetofion i
concealment. Hunker-gother growps moy have used sioroge pits thot were
breacly disfribufed ocross #he londscope, in kocations hat wene deliberoizly
isplat=d fram their main hobiofion oneos, o conceol their surples foods
from eremizs ar emerging elife classes who demanded sribanz. The isalofion
of sforage pits ot Puncheon Bun also colls imo guestion the belief thos
sharage pits imply coccurmulation of surplus and incr=asing sed=nfism, Snce
the site s==ms 1o hove been used by smoll, highly mobile groups.
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MNamve American Fooowars

Infcemation on subsishence proctices was one of the major reseorch ansas.
Dir=ct information about Mative American foodways in e Middle Atontic
coostal phain is rare, and the lock of subsisfance infommation makes i
difficult fio undierstand the 2conomic base of Mofve Americon sodefies in the
regian, thedr satil=ment potiems, sheir degres of maobility, and other
impomant Esues.

Dietony remoins swch os bone were virtually non-=distent, ond o voriety of
t=chniques were employed fo examine subsisience:

== sail chemissny
=~ Toiaticn recowsny

=~ phiytolith onalysis
=~ profein residue onalyss

Zeochemical analysis of f=ature fills showed some chnormally Figh
moncentraticns of stromfium. Sromtium is rane in Delowars’s soils, bus it s
COmMmCn in s=0 woter, and marnne ceganisms incorpanate if into their bodies.
Imesagations were begun imo whether the: elevaied Stronfivm levsls may be
relofed 8o the processing of onodromous fish.

Flotofian recovery techniques provided some of the mast
significars infomation reganding prehistonc subsistence
poS=ms. A Poncheos Fun, only a f=w anolyScolly
significan® remairs were found, including Rickoory nus
shell, a f=w goasefoot [Chenopodium) seeds, and one
szed from on American Lofus (Helumba ffea). Hidoony
nut and goosefoat are relatively common in prefissonic
archaeclagicol amembloges, buf the |ofus s==d was
unwsual. The Smericon Lohus is notvs fo the Mississippi
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bosin, and it moy kave been indroduced info the eost by b . ¢ e oo
Mative Americans, who horvested i5s fleshy rhizome and
edible seeds.
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Aside from coostal shell middens. very litte Jowna hos
bean recovered from Motive Amenicon anchosological
contesss im Celowore. Therefore, o program wos

g devsloped for the idendifiomiion of blood residue® on
stonz tools from the site. Projzin residues were
extroci=d fram o number of sione tocls, ond these
were tested fior spedes idendificotion using the
croasoeer-immuno- elecirophoresis (C0EF) fechmique.
The speciss identified included American eel, gizzond
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e shod, Atlantic crocker, siped bass, boy anchoey, and
deer, suggesting a keawy reliance on fishe
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ExperiverTAL ARCHAECLOGY

Archaecdogicol imterpresgtion of culheod bebavior most rest on o sound
wridersionding of the processes that shaped she archasclogical record. Af
Furchsan Rur., a number of shudies were specifically designed 1o urderssand
these processes:

-~ geomorphofogical imneshigations

-= soil chemistry analysis

=~ ariifact distribution shedies, including refitting of
fire-crocksd rock

-~ sxcavation of a woodchuck d=n

== irre=stigofion of fhe efers of tree-foll or tree-thnow

== llishic 100l edge-wear onalyses

== arifact replication sfudies
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