AN 18TH-CENTURY FAMILY CEMETERY
SUSSEX COUNTY, DELAWARE

rcheaological excavation of 2 small fapsily comatery in Szmsex Coanty, Dalzwars was sponsored by the Delrwese Doparmasar

of Transportetion (DeIDT). The site was located aliong U5, Rowts 113 (Du Pont Highwey) betwass Georgetone and Kilford

Tha cumetary was bocated oo propacty witdn the stzts-owned ngki-of-way, a=d it bad been uopsrksd and forgotien sizce its
acgaisites by the Strie of Deleaare = 1911

The cemetery was a small family beztal plot that was nsed doring the late 1Bth conrey,
peobably batwean 1752 and 1799, The cemetery contained nizg individuals represanisg
the sotirs razge of the umam lif cycle, Som an infe=t and 2 veuzg child o aldsrly
imdnniduals in their 505 or 60z, Among the adnls, thers ware tros males and Sour
famalas.

Located oo a low mdes of well-drined sodl, the site is fypical of numal fensdly bumal
sounds wied fom the Colonial period to the mid-1%th cenmury. TWestarz Eurcpeez
mraditons dictated that the deed ba inkared m compee=sty boral sounds closs to
churches. Howsver, the dispsrsa] of the American colomiz] populztion among scesered
fame: and pla=tatioms may ks led 1o the = of faomily budzl plots. The individuals
wrarg bumied in shrouds 2zd i=ssmed with their Beads o the west and their fest 2o the east
followizg peectices fhat dete Som the beginning of the Chrmistizn sz All of the
imdnriduads were boried = simpla haxagonal cofSing that lacked dacorative hesdwass

Skalemal apalysis detsrmined that the =dndduzls wmme of Eurcpemn azcesmy a=d
provided general ixformetion ragandizg the quality of life in the late 1Bth cantury:. BMooe
of the skeletoms provided amy indicaticz of the canse of deatk; bewewar, sware destal
dissase was apparee? among the adults in the smple population.  Tooth wear was geite
Exavy, apparszdy the result of 2 &t of vzpeocessed or oty foods.

FIELD EXCAVATION ARTIFACT ANALYSIS
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