
Art Deco Architecture in eco c ec u e
Delaware:  A 
Geographical 
Interpretation



Art Deco Architecture inArt Deco Architecture in 
Delaware?

• This is going to be a short talk!
• Is there any? Well• Is there any?  Well…
• Thesis topic in conversation

“Th t’ll b h t !” ti– “That’ll be a short paper!” -- preservation 
researcher.
“I always thought Art Deco Architecture– I always thought Art Deco Architecture 
was in Miami -- you know, associated with 
tropical, tourist areas.”tropical, tourist areas.



How did I get interested in Art DecoHow did I get interested in Art Deco 
Architecture?

• Probably always interested -- though I 
never thought about it until this 
research.

• Cleveland, OH and Bandung, Indonesia
• Auction phase and collecting Art Deco Artifacts.

• Drawn to the uncluttered beauty of Art 
Deco -- especially Architecture



Cleveland, Ohio



Bandung, Indonesia



Milford, Delaware
• Move to Milford, Delaware

• Shines Movie Theatre
• Milford Diner
• The “Recent” Past in Milford?



Diner

Sun Ray Motif

Stainless Steel



Shines Theatre in Milford



Tired of Common Examples of 
Art Deco Architecture

• How many times can one look at the 
Chrysler Building and remark “Wow, what y g
a beautiful building…  and did you know 
it’s Art Deco?”
– New York City Examples
– Miami Beach Hotel Examplesp

• Was Art Deco confined to 2 cities as 
“Encarta” would have you believe.ca ta ou d a e you be e e





Thesis: Art Deco Architecture and its 
adoption into Delaware’s Cultural p
Landscape:

• Prove that it exists and is more extensive 
than perceived.

• Geographic pattern of diffusion -- whether it g p p
reflects traditional patterns of geographic 
diffusion.  Compared with national p
diffusion patterns?

• Surrogate for more general geographicSurrogate for more general geographic 
patterns of cultural diffusion in Delaware?



Presentation OutlinePresentation Outline

• Introduction and Stating Thesis.  
I Defining Art Deco -- the Style andI.  Defining Art Deco the Style and 

Geographic Diffusion.
II Methodology for this study as relatedII. Methodology for this study -- as related 

to Delaware.
III A l i d li i Fi diIII. Analysis and preliminary Findings.



I Defining Art DecoI. Defining Art Deco
The Style and Its GeographicThe Style and Its Geographic 

Diffusion



What is Art Deco?

• Style movement -- 1920s through 
1930 ? R ti A i t A t N1930s?  Reaction Against Art Nouveau; 
embracing the Machine Age.

• Noted by bold, crisp lines -- uncluttered
• ‘New Age’ Materials -- with old classics g

as well!
• Bakelite, chrome, aluminum, stainless steel, 

colored mirror, linoleum, and glass block
• Terra cotta, stucco, steel, terrazzo

• Emphasis on Strong Vertical or 
Horizontal Dimensions





What is Art Deco?

• Style movement -- 1920s through y g
1930s?  Reaction Against Art Nouveau

• Noted by bold, crisp lines -- unclutteredNoted by bold, crisp lines uncluttered
• ‘New Age’ Materials -- with old classics 

as well!as well!
• Bakelite, chrome, aluminum, stainless steel, 

colored mirror, linoleum, and glass block, , g
• Terra cotta, stucco, steel, terrazzo

• Emphasis on Strong Vertical or p as s o St o g e t ca o
Horizontal Dimensions



Crisp linesp

Uncluttered message

Intuitive perception -
interaction of man and 
machine as partners, not 
adversaries



Bold Eagle Bas Relief - Miami



MGM Logo From the Deco Era



What is Art Deco?

• Style movement -- 1920s through y g
1930s?  Reaction Against Art Nouveau

• Noted by bold, crisp lines -- unclutteredNoted by bold, crisp lines uncluttered
• ‘New Age’ Materials -- with old classics 

as well!as well!
• Bakelite, chrome, aluminum, stainless steel, 

colored mirror, linoleum, and glass block, , g
• Terra cotta, stucco, steel, terrazzo

• Emphasis on Strong Vertical or p as s o St o g e t ca o
Horizontal Dimensions



Terra Cotta Tiles and Reliefs



Curved Glass Block Entrance



What is Art Deco?

• Style movement -- 1920s through y g
1930s?  Reaction Against Art Nouveau

• Noted by bold, crisp lines -- unclutteredNoted by bold, crisp lines uncluttered
• ‘New Age’ Materials -- with old classics 

as well!as well!
• Bakelite, chrome, aluminum, stainless steel, 

colored mirror, linoleum, and glass block, , g
• Terra cotta, stucco, steel, terrazzo

• Emphasis on Strong Vertical or p as s o St o g e t ca o
Horizontal Dimensions



Hall of ScienceHall of Science

Chicago’s Century of Progress

World’s Fair 1933World s Fair 1933







Geographic Diffusion of Art DecoGeographic Diffusion of Art Deco

• King Tutankhamon - 1922

• Machine age after WWI

• The Paris Exposition of 1925



Egyptian, Human Head 



Geographic Diffusion of Art DecoGeographic Diffusion of Art Deco

• King Tutankhamon - 1922

• Machine age after WWI

• The Paris Exposition of 1925





Geographic Diffusion of Art DecoGeographic Diffusion of Art Deco

• King Tutankhamon - 1922

• Machine age after WWI

• The Paris Exposition of 1925



Paris Exposition of the Decorative Arts - 1925

•“ART DECO” 1969

•Influence on 
Architects fine artsArchitects, fine arts 
and crafts

•Fashion Designers

•Hollywood Set 
Designers

F h M d L k•Fresh Modern Look



Tourisme Pavilion

Paris Expo 1925



Main Entrance Gate - Paris 1925



New York CityNew o C y

• Embraced the Art Deco Architecture early as the city 
built its characteristic skyline
“St d B k” “Sk St l ” “J A ”• “Stepped Back” - “Skyscraper Style” - “Jazz Age” 
Deco

• Chanin BuildingChanin Building
• The Chrysler Building
• The Empire State Building
• Rockefeller Center

» RCA Building
» Radio City Music Hall» Radio City Music Hall



“Stepped Back” Style of Chanin Building, NYC 1928



RCA Building in 
NYC





Los Angeles

• L.A. City Hall 1926
• “The Hollywood Style” - Art Deco on• The Hollywood Style  Art Deco on 

Screen and at the Theatres.
• Evolution of Art Deco to a New Phase• Evolution of Art Deco to a New Phase 

called “Art Moderne” Deco
• Indicative of the Los Angeles Landscape• Indicative of the Los Angeles Landscape
• Graceful Curvilinear Emphasis and less 

ornamentation “Less is More”









Sun Rays on a Stainless 
Steel Diner -- the Auto 
Culture of Los Angeles



Ocean Liner Factory 



Miami 

• Embracing “Art Moderne”

• Tropical colors and playful spirit of Art 
DecoDeco

• Pan American Seaport Terminal - 1928
• Became Miami City Hall in 1945



H i Mi iHouse in Miami 







No. Buildings Surveyed  By City
0 100 200 300 400 500

120

38

38Boston

Chicago

Cincinnati 38

54

66

54

Cincinnati

Detroit

Dallas/Fort Worth

Indianapolis 54

49

376

230

Indianapolis

Kansas City

Los Angeles

Miami 230

22

24

505

Miami

Milwaukee

Minneapolis/St. Paul

New York City 505

35

136

50

New York City

Philadelphia

San Francisco

Seattle 50

64

255

Seattle

Tulsa

Washington D.C.



Methodology and Study Goals

• Initially set out to compile an inventory of y p y
all Art Deco Examples in the Delaware 
Cultural Landscapep

• Tedious - “Though a small state - many roads!”
• Naïve beginning leads to wiser approach.

• Site location, date built/designed, history of 
structure, and its present state/use/conditionp

• Each example as a learning tool to identify 
Art Deco features and details.Art Deco features and details.



Defining Study Area
• Art Deco not prior to 1920 and not afterArt Deco not prior to 1920 and not after 

1960 - thus eliminate certain areas:
Excluded– Excluded

• Rural areas - after initial jaunt in the rural areas 
West of Harrington south towards Seaford, realized g
other styles of architecture predominated.

• Urbanized areas built post 1960 - Hockessin Area an 
especially good exampleespecially good example.

– Included
• Municipal Bounded Areas CBD historical town• Municipal Bounded Areas - CBD, historical town 

centers.
• Main transport arteries between municipalities-

consulted road density patterns from Historical 
DelDOT Road Maps.



Defining Study Area
• Archival researchArchival research 

• led to areas outside the predicted areas where I 
expected to locate examples of Art Deco

• Ran preliminary queries on GIS system at 
DelDOT

• Bridges
• Schools

» Most of the schools were no longer valid
» Redistricting and sale of schools

I t i ith th i d “D• Interviews with other agencies and “Deco 
Philes”



Defining Study Area
• Studied and Reviewed Historical Maps of• Studied and Reviewed Historical Maps of 

USGS
L k d t hi t i l t t d• Looked at historical auto routes and 
compared with current road alignments

f h ll• Town of Marshallton
• New alignment of Capitol Trail “Kirkwood Hwy.”

» Displacement of Town Center» Displacement of Town Center
» Rich 1930s Presence

• Hit the road and modified search area based  
on experience

• City Blocks and Town Centers - “On Foot”City Blocks and Town Centers - On Foot



What I Found:

Art Deco Examplesp

in Delawarein Delaware



Jazz Aged Deco

Skyscraper StyleSkyscraper Style

Bridge



Bridge Classic “Skyscraper Style” Deco



People’s Bank Building

Jazz Age, zigzag Pattern.



Garment Factory 

Streamline Moderne



Bridge

Streamline Moderne with S e e ode e w
Stepped Back Deco as well





House

Fl t R fli /O hFlat Rooflines/Overhangs -
Portico



Head Start -- Streamline Moderne



Head Start Building 

Note chimneyNote chimney



House - Art Moderne



H i Mi iHouse in Miami 



Store Front - Jazz Age Deco



Electric Sub Station -Electric Sub Station -
Chevrons

Classic Jazz Age Deco



Warehouse - Streamline Moderne “River 





Old Butcher’s Shop - Streamline Moderne





Apartment Bldg. - Jazz Age Deco



Interior of an Auto Dealership - Exterior Jazz Age Interior Streamline 
Moderne



Auto Dealership - Art Moderne



House - Streamline Moderne



House - Streamline Moderne (UD Prof.?)



Commercial Bldg. - Jazz Age 



Bank Bldg. - Jazz Age Deco with Bas Reliefs



Bas Relief “Thrift is Foundation of All Human Happiness  - Founded 1864 Erected 
1930”



Template for Art Deco Inventory: Commercial Buildings
         Photo:

Location:

Milf d DE

Longitude:__________  Latitude:__________

Date B ilt

Milford, DE

Date Built:

Architect/Firm:

Description:

1946

Art Deco Features Rating:  Circle (1 being none)
1. Ornate entranceway in the Art Deco Style?

1 2 3
2. Type set for engravings in Art Deco Font?

1 2 3
3 S l i d ?3. Steel windows?

1 2 3
4. Exterior of tan or light colored brick or stucco?

1 2 3
5. Evidence of “Speed Stripes”

1 2 3
6. Geometric designs in ornamentation?

1 2 3
7. Rectilinear motif on building façade?

1 2 3

Original Purpose of Structure:

Ch l t A t D l hi
History of Structure:

Follow-up Contact:

Chevrolet Auto Dealership

I.G Burton SR.





Analysisy

dand 

PreliminaryPreliminary 
FindingsFindings





Art Deco Buildings Surveyed - By Year Built

National Survey - Capitman Art Deco 

250

300 Database

200

250

150

100

50

0 1921

1923

1925

1927

1929

1931

1933

1935

1937

1939

1941

1943

1945

1947

1949

1951

1953

1955

1957



Art Deco by Year
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Art Deco Sites Surveyed - 
By Building's Original Use
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Art Deco Sites In Delaware - By Category Type
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Postscriptp

d thand the 

Fate of Art DecoFate of Art Deco



Ceasar Rodney High 
SchoolSchool

Slated for demolition in 
June



Deco Bldg. In 
Wilmington

Faded Glory










